
 

 

 

 

Center for Biotechnology Announces New Bioentrepreneur & Executive-In-Residence 
Seasoned Industry Veterans Join Established  

Growing Business Development Program  
 

Stony Brook, N.Y. – March 5, 2020 – The Center for Biotechnology at Stony Brook University 
has announced the appointment of Dr. Mario R. Mendoza as Executive-In-Residence, and Dr. 
William Mann as its newest BioEntrepreneur-In-Residence (BEIR). Drs. Mendoza and Mann 
have extensive bioscience industry experience affording them unique perspectives in their 
respective roles in residence at the Center for Biotechnology (CFB). Each will work with the 
CFB and the Long Island Bioscience Hub (LIBH), a collaboration between Stony Brook 
University, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, and the Feinstein 
Institute at Northwell Health. Dr. Mann will identify commercially promising academic 
technologies that have the potential to support company formation while Dr. Mendoza will serve 
in an advisory capacity for bioscience startup companies in the hub.   
 
Dr. Mario R Mendoza is a clinical anesthesiologist (practiced at the NIH) and currently a 
healthcare and pharmaceutical industry medical/medical affairs consultant with over 13 years of 
combined experience in patient clinical care, clinical development, R&D, medical affairs 
(Abbott, Pfizer and Centrexion Therapeutics), and FDA medical devices regulation. Dr. 
Mendoza earned his BS degree in chemistry from SUNY College at Old Westbury, and a MS in 
organic chemistry from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  He earned his M.D. 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine and then completed an FDA 
Commissioner’s Fellowship Program and stayed on at FDA as a Medical Officer/Medical 
Consultant. 
 
Dr. William R. Mann is Principal of Lodestar Biopharma Solutions LLC, which assists clients in 
the development of R&D strategies for regulatory and commercial success, business 
development, and M&A.  Previously, he was President and CEO at Helsinn Therapeutics (US), 
where he transformed the sixteen employee R&D start-up into a profitable commercial company 
with a team of over one hundred.  At Sapphire Therapeutics, Dr. Mann facilitated an investor 
exit through M&A while managing the company’s lead clinical development program. He also 
held leadership positions at Novartis in R&D and business development.  Dr. Mann holds a PhD 
in biochemistry from the University of Aberdeen, Scotland and an MBA from Rutgers 
University.  

 “We are excited to have Mario and Bill join us at the Center for Biotechnology. Their extensive 
and varied industry experiences are wonderful assets to our program. The further expansion of 
our BEIR Program allows us to continue to advance our agenda, fueling the developing 
bioscience industry in the region” Diane Fabel, Director of Operations at the Center for 
Biotechnology said.  



 

 

 
“I’m thrilled to become an Executive-in-Residence for the Center for Biotechnology.” stated Dr. 
Mendoza “I’m greatly looking forward to getting involved with biotech industry innovators 
collaborating with the organization. I believe the bioscience community in the region is robust 
and the support and partnership with organizations like the Center for Biotechnology are critical 
in driving innovation in the biotech space, and in getting innovative patient-centric products to 
market for the benefit of the patient and healthcare provider communities.” 
 
“The work of the Center for Biotechnology is incredibly important to the bioscience community 
in the region, and I’m eager to be joining the organization.” Dr. Mann stated. “The innovation 
potential within the region is immense, and I look forward to the collaborative opportunities that 
lie ahead.” 
 
Dr. Mann will work to identify a technology or technologies from within LIBH partner 
institutions that will create the foundation for licensing and company formation. He will have the 
support of the Center for Biotechnology business and technology development staff, as well as 
the support of external industry advisors to develop successful commercialization strategies. 
Ultimately, the goal is to help the company position itself for SBIR/STTR grant opportunities, as 
well as Angel and VC investment. In his role as Executive-in-Residence, Dr. Mendoza will offer 
invaluable support to the CFB client company portfolio by providing guidance and expertise in 
diverse areas including, but not limited to, product development, intellectual property strategy, 
regulatory affairs, capital formation, medical affairs and reimbursement. 
 
The addition of Drs. Mendoza and Mann marks ten entrepreneurs and two executives-in-
residence working with the Center for Biotechnology under their BIER program. Collectively, 
the Center for Biotechnology BEIRS have launched twelve new companies since the program’s 
inception in 2013.  
 
Contact:  
Diane Fabel 
Director of Operations  
diane.fabel@stonybrook.edu  
631-632-8521 
### 
 
About the Center for Biotechnology at Stony Brook University 
 
Established in 1983, the Center for Biotechnology (CFB) at Stony Brook University is an Empire 
State Development Division of Science, Technology and Innovation (NYSTAR) Center for 
Advanced Technology. The Center for Biotechnology serves as an important catalyst in the 
development of new biomedical technologies and emerging companies in New York State. 



 

 

Through groundbreaking initiatives, the Center supports technology commercialization and 
company formation by bridging the gap between discovery and commercial success, and training 
the next generation of biomedical leaders. The Center for Biotechnology also supports 
New York’s biotechnology industry by providing access to scientific and business expertise and 
creating strategic infrastructure that promotes the growth of the life sciences industry in the 
State. The Center for Biotechnology has contributed to the development of more than a dozen 
FDA approved products including ReoPro®, Xiaflex®, Oracea®, Cavistat®, V3D®-Colon 
Virtual Colonoscopy and Exogen® Bone Healing System, among others, as well as supported 
the formation or development of dozens of emerging bioscience companies. 


